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Xpucroc Paxkpaerca! Gaarnre Gro!

PoxpaecTro T'ocnopa Bora v Gnaca Hawero
Hucyca Xpucera

25 nexabpsi/7 auBaps

CHRIST 15 BORN! GLORIFY Hia!

This HATIVITY ASSORDiKS TS THS SisSH 6¢ OUR L.ORD,
6D, AHD SAViSR JSSUS CHRIST

December 25 /January 7

Tponaps - raac 4

Poscaecrso Tsoe, X pucne Boxce nawt, /soscus
Mup osu ceemp asyma, /8 Hem 60 3sesgam

cayacausuu / 3sesgoio yuaxycs/ T ebe kaanamics,

Coanuy Ilpasavi, /u Tebe sezenu ¢ svicomv
Bocnoxa. //T'ocnoau, caasa T ebe!

Konzak - raac 3

Aesa aneco Ipecywecnsennazo p axcaaem/u
semas sepnen Henp ucmynnomy np urocum,/

Amnzeau ¢ nacmipbmu caasoca08:m,/ 80ACBU Jce CO 38¢3010
nynewecnsyiom/ Hac 60 pagu pogucs// Onpoua Maazo,

Ipeseunwiii boz.

Yro rakoe OMODOPL ?

Ham npasauux Iloxpor - B Bugenuu Jlesa pacrpocrepra naz
AIOJIbMH IIHPOKHH IAAT-IIOKPbIBAAO, KOTOPbIM CHSIAA CO CBOEH
roaosbl. B Borocay:xe6uoli Tpagu1mu coxpaHHAOCh TpeYecKoe CAOBO
«omopop» (zocroBHO «Haraednuk»). Owmogop (uam, kak ero
HasbIBaAM M HasbIBAIOT B Halllell CTpaHe, MOKPOB) - 3TO HE TOAbKO
TIOKPbIBAAO, HO M CHMBOA 3aIUHThI, 3amuTa Boropoauupi, koropoii

OHa IMOKPbIBAET HaC!

Troparion — Tone 4

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, /Hath shone to
the world the Light of wisdom! /For by it, those
who worshipped the stars, /Were taught by a Star
to adore Thee, /The Sun of Righteousness, /And
to know T hee, the Orient from on High. /O Lord,

glory to Thee!
Kontakion — Tone 3

Today the Virgin giveth birth to the Transcendent
One, / And the earth offereth a cave to the
Unapproachable One! /Angels with shep herds glorify Him! /

The wise men journey with a star! / Since for our sake the

Eternal God was born as a Little Child!

The meaning of SilSPHOR

Our parish feast day is Pokrov - the Mother of God spread over the
people a wide shawl, which she took from over her head. In Church
tradition, the shawl was preserved with the Greek name “omophor,”
literally a “shoulder shawl.” The omophoor (in Russian, also
“pokrov”) - is not just a shawl, but a symbol of protection, the
protection by which the Mother of God covers us all!




GeaToe Boroaraenne. Kpeuenne T'ocnopa
Bora n Gnaca nawero Hucyca Xpucra.

6/19 susaps
Tponaps - raac 1

Bo Hop aane xp ewarowycsa Tebe Iocnogu,
Tpouuecxoe ssucs nokaonenue: Pogunescs 60
21ac csugeneavcnsosauie 1 cbe, 603110 6.4eHHaz0

Tsa Cotna umenys: u Jyx s suge orybume,
U3BECTBOBALUE CAOBECE YNBEP lcJeHUE, ABACIICH

Xpucne Boxce, u mup npocseweii caasa Tebe.

Koungak - raac 4

Asuncs ecu guecw sceaenneii, /u ceeml soii, 'ocnoau,
BHaMeHacs Ha Hac, /8 pasyme noowux 1s:/npuwien ecu u

asuacs ecu, // CeemH enp ucmynmwtii.

Mo4yemy Hapo ocBausarb anom Ha KpeuseHue

BJ\&I‘OZI,&TI) BO}KHH, rnozaBa€Masi 4€epe3 OCBsILUEHHE HalllUX JO0MOB,

0cobeHHO HaM HeoOXoZKMMa, 4YTOObI TOMOYb HaM 3BalUTHUTh,
CO3HATEABHO OTPAZIuTb CeOsi OT BHUPYCOB TPEXOBHOTO COOAA3HA U

ZyXOBHOI'O Pa3AOKeHHs, IPOHHKAIOIIHUX B HAIlIH KHAMILA.

Byaem noMuuTb, 9TO OCBSAIIIEHHE 10Ma — 3TO H 3AILUTA €TI0 OT BCAKHMX
6eCTBUH, U HAArOCAOBEHHE Ha Z00pbIe eAd U Ha OXPaHEHHE HaIIIero
»KHAHMILA OT BCETO 3AOTO, IPOTHBHOrO Dory; 6aarocioBeHne Ha To,
4TO6bI MbI He yXOZHAH 0T Dora i cTapaiuch HallpaBAATD Hallly AKH3Hb
He I10 TeM 3aKOHaM, KOTOpble BHePsieT B YeAOBEYECKYIO 2KH3Hb Bpar

poZa Y€AOBEIECKOro, HO I10 BaKOHy BOH{beMy.

l_[pHrAache Balll€ro CBsILLIEHHUKA OCBATUTb BaM J,OM HAH 3aIllIOAHUTE

3aIMCh Ha OCBSIILIEHHE ZIOMa Y CBELLHOro sIIIHKa.

CecTpuvecrteo

® Kaxj0e BOCKpeceHHE IIOCA€ AHTYPrHH Hallle CeCTPHYECTBO

YCTpauBa€eT O6eﬂ,bl Y4TOOBI JaTb BO3MOzKHOCTb 6OI‘OMOJ\bI,£aM

OTZ0XHYTb U Moobmatbest. Munoctu mpocum!

SSAST 6¢ THS THSSPHAHY 6¢ SUR i.SRD AKD SAViSR
JSSUS CHRIST

January 6/19
Troparion - Tone 1

When Thou, O Lord was baptized in the Jordan /
T he worship of the Trinity was made manifest /
For the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee /
And called Thee His beloved Son. /And the
Spirit, in the form of a dove, /Confirmed the
truthfulness of His word. /O Christ, our God,
T hou hast revealed Thyself /And hast enlightened
the world, glory to Thee!

Kontakion - Tone 4

Today T hou have shown forth to the world, O Lord, /and the
light of T hy countenance hast been marked on us. /Knowing
Thee, we sing Thee praises. /Thou hast come and revealed

T hyself, /O unapproachable Light.

Why we bless our homes on Theophany

The grace of God, given through the blessing of our homes, is
particularly needed by us to help protect us, to knowingly guard
ourselves from the viruses of sinful temptations and spiritual decay

entering into our homes.

Let us remember, that a house blessing is a guard against various
calamities and a blessing for good works to protect our home from all
evil, from all that is adverse to God. It is a blessing so that we would
not depart from God, but that we try to direct our life not according to
the laws being foisted on us by the evil one, the enemy of mankind,
but according to the Laws of God.

Invite your priest to bless your home or fill-in the “Home blessing
sheet” at the candlestand.

® Please come and join us every Sunday after Liturgy for delicious
lunches. Mingle and make new friends. Support our Sisterhood fund-
raisers for charity and parish needs. Everyone is welcome to help or

support these efforts.




From the newly elected head-sister, Anna (Gloria) Clark:
ITSa WONDERFUL LIFE

In the spirit of the Christmas Holiday, | recall fondly one of my favorite films,"It's a Wonderful Life," starring Jimmy
Stewart. Jimmy plays our hero George, who has a true sense of responsibility, takes ownership of challenges and
frustrations, as well as displaying the integrity of always doing the right thing.

Yes, we too have A Wonderful Life; to go to church, pray, have a bite of lunch and go home, care free and worry free
to Our Wonderful Life. George, our hero has helped so many people, putting them first before his own desires and
needs... This is what our Sisterhood does each and every day.

George, our hero, gets himself into financial trouble, through no fault of his own and says for a moment "What if | had
not been born and never existed?" | see a similar question with regard to our Sisterhood. What if Our Sisterhood never
existed? Just imagine what our Church would be like!

First, there would be no prosfora or breads for the liturgy, no decorating for feast days, to beautify for our Liturgy, or
decorating our special trapezas and parish events. There would be no fund-raising for special capital projects for
maintaining the Church Hall, or for any projects that could include heating systems, painting, even freezer repair. There
would be no lunches, or various trapezas, no pomenki, no kulichi or pascha to be made or sold, no blini dinners. No
friendships or sense of community would occur for our parishioners as they could not interact with each other at these
spirited events. Cleaning supplies could not be purchased or maintained, and neither would the church, kitchen, the
pantry or bathrooms be kept clean. Annual appeals for missions, seminary donations and icon restoration, and flowers,
would disappear along with the maintenance of vestments, tablecloths, and even aprons.

No one would visit the elderly or frail with customary Christmas baskets and blessed Easter food as no one would
assemble them. There would be a halting of the Sisterhood's contribution to the General Fund as an austerity program
for our parish would be put in place. Our Russian School would not be the successful vibrant institution that it is ...
perhaps a hollow shell.

Right now most of these activities and chores are done, for the most part, by three members of the Sisterhood. Yes,
itis a Wonderful Life, for many, but like our hero George, he is tired and frustrated like our Sisterhood is, and feels that
so much more help is needed. The workers for our Sisterhood, need more people involved with Church duties. The
fundraising committees are frustrated that our parishioners are not taking more ownership of the various events. We
all need to participate, to donate more time and support, truly helping from our hearts. Just as George (in the film)
helped so many in his community; we will be helping our church community, insuring its future for many more years
to come ... in order that we too may have A Wonderful Life.

submitted by Gloria Clark Dec 21, 2016

Lives of Saints

"And the Word became flesh!... in order to make us earthly beings into heavenly ones, in order to make sinners into saints; in order to raise us up
from corruption into incorruption, from earth to heaven; from enslavement to sin and the devil - into the glorious freedom of children of God; from
death - into immortality, in order to make us sons of God and to seat us together with Him upon the Throne as His royal children. O, boundless

compassion of God! O, inexpressible wisdom of God! O, great wonder, astounding not only the human mind, but the angelic [mind] as well!"

St. John of Kronstadt, On the Nativity of Christ.




Parish Life

What happened in our parish last year?

Ilustrated excerpts from the rector’s address at the General Parish meeting.

Dear brothers and sisters,

[ thank you all for attending today, showing interest and concern in the life of our parish. We had many interesting and good-producing
activities that occurred in our parish during the last year, 13 months since our last annual parish meeting on November 8, 2015. At the
request of the auditing committee, we moved the meeting a month later, to allow them to complete their work. I have been trying to abide
by the Bishop Nicholas’ emphasis, at our parish meeting in May, 2015, the preference of having the annual meeting within 2 months
of the close of the fiscal year. For us, the fiscal year ends Aug 31st.

Moscow Cathedral for 70th birthday We want to welcome to our parish Father Ignatius Green and his family,

Lda Matuschka Aimilia and their children, Ephrem and Theophania. On April
1«t, 2016, Father Ignatius was assigned to our parish as a staff part-time
second priest by His Eminence, Metropolitan Hilarion. During our the
last annual meeting, Father Ignatius was still a subdeacon, embellishing our
services with his reading and singing while pursuing a masters degree at St
Vladimir’s. Father Ignatius was ordained deacon and then priest in
December of last year and attached to our parish until completion of his
Master’s degree in June. However, upon graduation, St. Vladimir’s offered
Father Ignatius a full-time position as editor of St. Vladimir’s publishing
house - thus enabling Father Ignatius to be assigned by our ruling bishop
as a staff priest. Father Ignatius is a “part-time” second priest, as Father
Ignatius duties require him to serve twice a month at the seminary. We are
truly blessed to have Father Ignatius at our parish. At his own volition, Fr
Ignatius served liturgy every day during Bright week (the first week after
Pascha Sunday). As part of Father Ignatius’ editor duties at St.
Vladimir’s, he traveled to Russia the week before Thanksgiving to present
abook published by the seminary press to his Holiness the Patriarch Kyrill

of the patriarch’s sermons. Father Ignatius will share his visit to Russia with

us as an added agenda item at this meeting.

We were blessed this past year with
several archpastoral visits. Bishop |

Nicholas served hierarchal liturgies on St.

Catherine’s, December 7, 2015, on
January 17, 2016, on Palm Sunday,
April 24, 2016, when he also served the
Sacrament of Unction, and on Pokrov,
our parish feast day, October 14, when
he awarded Father Ignatius the right to
wear the Nabedrenik. Bishop Jerome
served liturgy on the Myhrr-bearers

Sunday after Pascha, May 15, 2016.




In the 13 months since the last parish meeting, 93 liturgies were served, 567 persons received confession and communion. 12 persons
were received into the Church through the Sacrament of Baptism and 4 couples were joined through the Sacrament of Matrimony.
Funerals were served for Alexei Umrichin, Andrew Orlov and Taisia Popova. Other members or friends of the parish passed over to
eternal life during this period, Galina (Svetlana) Kluge, Nadezhda Papkov, Elena, Leo, Sophie Schidlovsky, Agafia, Ludmilla Prokh,
Nadezhda Issaeva, Antonina Abramova, Micheal Lopukhin, George, archpriest Gregory Williams, Protodeacon Job Chemerev,
Archimandrite Innocent Potter, Archpriest Andrei Semyanko (protodeacon at our parish), and Archimandrite Athanasius, Let us pray

for the repose of their souls.

Due to a drop in voluntary donations to the parish in previous years on which the parish depended, we
were unable to pay the our share of the diocesan dues to support our diocese and synod. As a result, in

the fall of 2015, I needed to request a forbearance on the dues owed to the diocese for the 2014 and 2015

years. Graciously, the diocesan council granted the forbearance and allowed us to start fresh with the

2016 year. Due to the tireless fund-raising efforts of many members, the financial state of the parish has
improved and we were able to resume paying our diocesan dues to the diocese. The treasurer will report
the details in his report, but we need to remember, that the membership dues themselves cannot sustain
the parish - our parish is dependent on fund-raisers and separate voluntary donations. I call upon all to
contribute what they can - if monetary donations are impractical, help with fund-raising events is usually

possible for all. Fund-raisers can be undertaken by any parish member and we are looking for new ideas.

I want to thank everyone who made possible the fund-raising efforts ;

. Nativity Fundraiser chaired by the Podymov family - approx §
$11000 clear. ($2500 expenses)

. Pie selling fund raiser at Yolka - approx $800 cleared. (Paul
Farrel)

. Renting the hall and classrooms to Sr Cecilia English as a second
language program. (Alex Vursta) >$14k

. Blini (Cassie Vursta) - approx. $10000 clear

. Kulich Decorating fund-raiser - approx $1000

. Boutique - approx. 17k gross - net 10k+

The following maintenance efforts were successfully completed

. Replacement of water heater in the church building

. Tree work on performed in the fall of this and previous years.
. Snow plowing by junior and senior Alex Vursta.

. Painting of outside of the church

. Repaving of walkway around the church

. Repaving of 38 So. Mill St driveway
. Repainting of 38 So. Mill St house

. Main cupola cross taken down, reguilded, and put back up by parishioners




[ would like to thank our choir who continues to prayerfully sing under the tutelage of the choir master Elena Miloradovich and her

untiring substitute and assistant, subdeacon Victor Gonchar.

The sisterhood at their last meeting elected a new head sister, Gloria Anna Clark, and other officers. I would like to thank the outgoing
head sister Anastasia L.opoukhine and the entire sisterhood for their invaluable work for the parish. Ananstasia Lopoukhine will provide
the details in her pending report. The sisterhood, as always, provides so much for the parish, most often, unseen. Their reward will be

from God Who rewards those who labor unseen, not seeking praise from man.

Much thanks are due to Father Deacon Sergei Arlievsky who also labors so much unseen performing all the tasks needed to keep the
school on track. He is at the school at all hours of the day and night - rushing to do this or that. May God give you strength and reward

you accordingly.

Our deacons, Fathers Dimitri and Andrei, diligently embelish the services, keep order in the altar, and ,together with sister Natalya
Buleyeva, dutifully keep the temple adorned with the proper vestments. May God save you.

[ also thank the auditors and the parish council for all the counsels and their time donated for our parish. Starosta Sergei Rylov and his
helpers, provide the needed tasks to assist our parishioners. Kirill Zaporoshan, property manager and assitant starosta provides invaluable
diligence in keeping our church and property in order. Treasurer Sergei Lopoukhine and assistant Marie Zaporoshan diligently keep
the church finances in order. Marie works day and night at the computer keeping the books in synch. The auditors job is a most necessary

but often a thankless job, as it involves much unseen diligence and the thankless task of pointing out inconsistencies or other misses.
Last, but not least, I thank everyone else who toils or tithes to our parish.

May God save you all.

Archpriest Ilya Gorsky




We are so excited to announce our Annual Parish Blini
Celebration for February 24th, 2017 to be attended by young

and old from near and far! So please mark you calendars now!

This years pricing will be $70 per person! **For the first time

ever we will have special pricing for those that purchase and

PAY in Full by 2 /1/17. Tickets will be $60 per person!

We look forward to secing you this year! Please order your

tickets from Cassie Vursta 845-641-4216 or on our web-site,

http: / /www.hvpc.us /blini banquet.himl

Our youth will be serving delicious Blini to our guests, dressed

in Russian costumes, creating a festive Maslenitsa feast.

Please contact Cassie Vurta to volunteer - you will help make
this event a success!

IlepkoBHO-IPUXO/CKAA NIKOJIA
xpama IlokpoBa IIpecBaroii Boropoaumst
B Haaxe

npuriamaer Bac Ha

POXJIECTBEHCKYIO EJIKY

15 AHBapA 2017 roga
B BOCKpECeHbe, B 3 uaca JHA

CnexTaxnb no ckaske A.C. Ilymkuaa
«Cra3ka 0 MEPTBOH IIapeBHE
M 0 CEMH 0OraThIpAX»

* Beciutatuei Oyder *
* XopoBozs1 BOKPYT &k *
* Men Mopos u nogapxu *

Bxon: $15 B3pocasie, $5 1eTu mKoILHOI0 BO3pacTa,
Mansimm (3 roga m Murajame) — GecnyaTHo.

BecnaaTHbIA BXOT st YUYEeHHKOB HANIeH MKOJIBI

51 Prospect Street, Nyack, NY

Please join us in the church hall for our

parish school Yolkal
3 pm January 15, 2017

Visit our
Parish Boolistore & §iit Shop
for
[] [ ] (N N °
Nativity Giits
In the Church Hall
845 353 1155

Our beautiful shop, the Church Bookstore, is located in the
Church Hall, dressed in all its Christmas finery, is ready to
be discovered by smart shoppers who want to buy perfect and
unique Christmas gifts that embody many of our Russian

traditions.

We also have icons, lampadas, religious books and children’s
literature as well as gold and silver crosses.
For our Christmas season, we have a fabulous selection of
hand carved and painted Santas from Russia; Imported
glittering tree ornaments; and festive one of a kind specialty

items Art Dolls, hand painted also known as matryoshka'’s.

We are open and available on Sundays after Liturgy;
Saturday 10:30 — 1:00P M.
and by appointment

Marie: 201-891-0509.4 lrina: 845-363-6036

Don’t forget our elderly and sick - always glad to receive visitors!

® Lydia Gnoutcheff: Tolstoy Foundation Nursing Home, 100 Lake
Road, Valley Cottage, NY 10989. Info: 845-268-6813.

® Lisa Semyonova: 36 South Broadway, Nyack, NY 10960. Info: 845-
358-2835.

SIMOPHPSR is the parish newsletter of the Holy Virgin Protection Russian
Orthodox Church, Nyack, NY

Rector and Editor: Father Elias Gorsky
7 Calvert Drive, Washningtonville, NY 10992
Assistant Editors: Father George Larin, Father Ignatius Green, Irene Gorsky

To receive our parish newsletter via email or US mail, please notify
frilxa@ egcon.com

Donations to defray expenses are always welcome. Please make checks payable to:

Holy Virgin Protection Church - Omophor fund.



http://www.holyvirginprotectionchurch.org/blini_banquet.html
mailto:frilya@egcon.com

Nativity Appeal

“On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it.”” (Matt 16:18)

With the Apostle Peter’s confession of faith, our Lord Jesus Christ
built His Church. Today we ask you to give a donation to His church,
our parish.

As our Holy Church has endured in all corners of the world, growing
ever more despite the sins of the world, nourishing faith and warming
us with the light of its love- so too has our small parish endured.

Our property, our sanctuary, our hall, has suffered by the passing of
time, use, and the ceaseless barrage of nature. That is why we’re
asking for your donation today.

Last year we undertook the monumental restoration of the interior of
our sanctuary, renewing our frescoes to their original glory. Your
donations accomplished this.

We now approach you for help to maintaini our property: exterior
renovations, paving, painting, repairs. The following projects were
undertaken and finished.

« $1000 Replacement of water heater in the church building
«  $2450 Replacement of air conditioner in the altar
«  $5300 Painting of outside of the church

$8150 Repaving of walkway around the church

$2000 Repaving of 38 So. Mill St driveway

$3500 Repainting of 38 So. Mill St house
- $3100 Main cupola Cross re-gilding
+  $1500 Icon restoration

$23,900 Total

Additionally, as you can see from the pictures of the regilded cross, the
main cupola also needs regilding. We plan to undertake this effort in
the near future, estimated at $22,000, assuming the bulk of the work is
done by parishioners.

However, so far, only a fraction of these amounts was donated.
Replenishing our expended funds with your donation will allow us to
continue with our much needed renovations and repairs for our parish
church and school. We pledge to maintain our temple, dedicated to the
birthgiver of God, the Holy Theotokos- for you, for your loved ones,
for every person in our community, and for future generations. Your
gift will make an immediate impact in much needed repairs of our
spiritual sanctuary. In this season of giving, please help make our
renovations possible with your donation.

Please donate on our web-site www.hvpc.us designating the Nativity
Fund-raiser or fill out the form below. Please provide your contact
information and join us in our commitment to keeping our legacy alive.
Please attach a prayer commemoration list for your loved ones along
with your offering.

Thank you so much for your help.

In Christ,
Archpriest Ilya Gorsky

Donation Amount: 0$25 0$50 0$100 0$250 0$500 Oother
O Check enclosed, to: Holy Virgin Protection Church
38 So. Mill St, Nyack, NY 10960
O Credit card Exp date  /
Make an immediate secure donation at www.hvpc.us

Name Address
City State Zip
Phone Email

Please add me to your O mailing list O email list

OIMOPHPSR is our parish newsletter. All are invited to submit ideas and articles

(subject to review) via email to frilya@egcon.com.

OIMSPHOR

38 South Mill Street
Nyack, NY 10960

Place
Stamp
Here
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